
Z. Säugetierkunde 64 (1999) 371-375

© 1999 Urban & Fischer Verlag

zeitschrift^Tfur
SÄUGETIERKUNDE

http://www.urbanfischer.de/journals/saeugetier INTERNATIONALJOURNAL
OF MAMMALIANBIOLOGY

WISSENSCHAFTLICHEKURZMITTEILUNGEN

The maned rat, Lophiomys imhausii Milne-Edwards, 1867,

in Djibouti, NE-Africa (Mammalia: Rodentia: Lophiomyinae)

By D. Kock and T. Künzel

Forschungsinstitut Senckenberg, Frankfurt a. M.

Receipt ofMs. 28. 05. 1999

Acceptance ofMs. 23. 08. 1999

Key words: Lophiomys, Djibouti, African distribution

The long-haired für with a contrasting black-and-white facial pattern renders the maned
rat, Lophiomys imhausii Milne-Edwards, 1867, an unmistakable African rodent (Wil-

liams 1967; Haltenorth and Diller 1977; Kingdon 1997). The genus is currently consid-

ered to be monotypic, comprising a number of taxa described as species or subspecies

(Ellerman 1940; Misonne 1974; Musser and Carleton 1993).

On March 3rd, 1993, two L. imhausii were found (by T. K.) in the SWof Djibouti.

They lay dead on road some 12 km SWof Ouea on the route from Djibouti to Ali Sabieh.

The specimens (an adult and a juvenile or subadult) were not preserved, but both photo-

graphed to document the presence of L. imhausii in Djibouti (Fig. 1). The habitat where

the carcasses were found is a hilly area (ca. 400 m a. s. 1.) with open thorn bush (Acacia

mellifera, A. tortilis; Audru et al. 1987) on stony ground. The biology of L. imhausii is so

little known, that no convincing explanation can be offered for two individuals being acci-

dentally killed close together. They may have been a female followed by an adolescent

young.

From distribution records available (see below) the finding of L. imhausii in Djibouti

extends the species ränge to the west. However, the appearance of the species in Djibouti

surely is not a recent event, but due to more intensively observing Djibouti wild life

(Künzel and Künzel 1998).

The distribution ränge of L. imhausii was listed or mapped more or less accurately, to-

tally or in part, by several authors. Its occurrence in Djibouti is not known (Misonne

1974; Simoneau 1974; Musser and Carleton 1993). However, it could possibly be that

the brush-tailed porcupine, Aetherus africanus, a Central African rain forest dweller in-

cluded in the Djibouti mammal fauna by Simoneau (1974), in reality was a L. imhausii.

The type specimen of L. imhausii was bought alive in Aden (Yemen), but with the dis-

covery of the species in Eritrea, the origin of the specimen was assumed to have been

somewhere in "Somalia". Until present the existence of the species in the region of the

type locality Aden could not be proven. The discovery of skull fragments, dated to the

llth Century, in a cave in the Judean Desert near the Dead Sea was related neither to a

palaeontological nor an archaeological context (Dor 1966), and thus it cannot be ex-

cluded to have been an imported animal. Further indications for the existence of L. im-

hausii in Arabia (Kingdon 1990) cannot be substantiated at present.

Wepresent a detailed map of the species' African ränge (Fig. 2), preferring either ori-

ginal sources or reliable compilations. The species is actually known from:
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Fig. 1. Lophiomys imhausii, adult (above) and adolescent (bottom). dead on road. SE-Djibouti.

3. March 1993. Photos: Th. Künzel.

Sudan: Peters (1867): Jebel Maman, 16.16. N-36.48. E, N of Kassala. Giglioli (1881):

(Jebel) Eskanid, Red Sea Hills between Suakin and Sinkat. Setzer (1956): near Port Su-

dan. Misonne (1974) erroneously gives SE-Sudan (instead of NE) as the Speeles ränge in

this country. Records available for Eritrea and Ethiopia were mapped by Yalden et al.

(1976). Somalia: Giglioli (1881): Somali coast. (Peel 1900: mentions "Sheikh" as a local-

ity for L. imhausii, but does not indicate whether this is [Upper] Sheikh in Somalia or

Sheikh [Hussein] in Ethiopia). Drake-Brockman (1910): Burao; Upper Sheikh. Simonet-

ta (1963), Roche (1976): Jesomma. 04.03. N-45.44. E, between Bulo Burti and El Bur. Si-
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monetta et al. (1978): Hargeisa and Berbera. Kenya: Anderson and De Winton (1902):

Ravine Station, Mau Distr. Thomas (1905): Elburgon, Mau Forest; between Londiani and

Lumbwa, Mau Forest. Thomas (1910): near Njoro, Mau Forest: Nakuru, Rift Valley; Mu-
taragwa (= Ndaragwa, 00.07. S-36.37. E), 9000ft, Aberdare Mts. Dollman (1911): Solai,

00.07. N-36.12.E. Heller (1912): Mt. Gargues (Uaragess), 6000ft, Mathews Range.

Lönnberg (1912): Mau Escarpment. Kollmann (1913): Mt. Kenya, 2400 m. Hollister

(1919): Naivasha Escarpment; W-side Mt. Kenya, 8500ft. Goldfinch (1923): Aberdare

Fig. 2. Distribution of Lophiomys imhausii; for details see text. In the Kenyan ränge some Symbols Cov-

er one to three neighbouring locality records.
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side of Nakuru. Ruxton (1926): Cherengani Hills. Arthur (1957): Nanyuki, W-side Mt.

Kenya. Johnson (1960): Sabukia, 00.00.-36.14. E. Williams (1967): Mt. Elgon. Guggis-

berg (1968): near Rongai, Wof Nakuru; near Eldoret, Uasin Gishu Plateau. Delany
(1975): Trans Nzoia, 1 900 m. Wahlert (1984): Laikipia Escarpment, 0.28. N-36.07. E; Lai-

kipia Forest; Nyeri; N-Abderdares; SW-Kenya. Johnson et al. (1993): Muruku Subloca-

tion, 0.35.N-36.15.E, Laikipia Distr. Uganda: Thomas (1906) listed L. imhausii for Ugan-

da, which at that time comprised W-Kenya east to the Rift Valley, and is based on a

specimen from Ravine Station, Mau Distr., collected by the then Governor of Uganda,

F. J. Jackson (see Anderson and De Winton 1902). Kingdon (1974): Moroto, Karamoja;

in map (: 525) the Kidepo area in the NE is plotted [original source not traced]. Tanzania:

Kingdon (1974): 525, map; 1997: 188, map: Mahali Mts., E of L. Tanganyika.

As far as the fossil history of the genus Lophiomys is documented (Topacevski and

Skorik 1984; Wahlert 1984; Aguilar and Michaux 1990) it is an immigrant from Asia

and its ränge became restricted to northeastern Africa. This could be attributed to geo-

logical and climatic factors (erosion and vegetational changes). Modern records avail-

able indicate that the recent species ränge appears to be fragmented, at least between

Dibouti-Somalia and Ethiopia by the Danakil Desert, and between Ethiopia and Kenya

by an extensive arid region. Furthermore, it seems that in the southern part of the spe-

cies ränge denser forests are inhabited (Mahali Mts., Mt. Kenya, Aberdares, Mau) than

in the north (Eritrea, Red Sea Hills). However, the collecting data equally indicates that

more intensive search for L. imhausii may interconnect some of the known disjunct po-

pulations.
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